WILDFIRES

ighting wildfires is very different than fighting house fires. Structural (house) fires are
usually contained within one or two buildings, while wildfires move along the ground
and often spread over hundreds or thousands of acres. Wildfires are usually affected
by the weather and can thus behave very unpredictably. House fires are usually located near
a water source or are easily reached by fire trucks that have water; :
wildfires often occur in remote locations with no available water sources. }__j_,__

Wildfires are moSt commaon by fought by
removing fuel (leaves, grass, branches,
etc.) from the path ofthe fire, Sothat
the fire burns itself out. This is also
knowen as constructing a fire ling.,

Fire is actually a

chemical reaction that

needsthree ingredi- 0 XY G E N
ents in order to burm:

fuel (any flammable material that enables the fire to

feed itself], heat (o ignite the fusll, and oxygen. These

three ingredients are co mmonly referred ta as the *fire

triamgle.” Bvery firefighting Strategy attempts to Stop

the fire by remowving at [east one Side of the *triangle.”




ince the larga,

deadly wildfires

ofthe late 18005
and early 1900s, mamy
people have been taught
that all forest fires are bad.
Smokey Bear has helped
reinforce this message
for cwer 50 years. While
thereisno doubt that
uncontrolled wildfires can
devastate our environment,
property, and wildlife, fire
isnonetheless avital part

of the natural lifecycle of
many kinds of forests.
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REPRODUCTION

Without Fire,
Some treesS cou kd
nok reprod dee.
For ezample, the
lodgepole pine in
the westem
United States has Seroti nous coneS— cones
that an by release their Seeds when heated by
fire. Marmy tree Species, particu larky thaSe that
need Full sunlight to Suréive, alsa thrive after
fires because the fires create ape=nings in the
forests where new Seed lings can grow.
Seedlings uSe the nitrient-rich ashes left From
burned | es, tvigs, and limbs.

COMPETITION REDUCTION

Marwy Species,
including loblolk

fires a5 they help
redice competi-
tion Fram ather
tree Species. |n fact, Foresters often use
intenticnal by S=t, carsfully contralled (pre-
Scribed) fireS to minimize competition in
loblolly pine forests, Tree Species whose
Sapd lings germinate after a fire are often well
adapted 18 low-i ntensity fires. The [oblolly
pine in Southern Délvware i5a prime esam-
ple af a fire-adapted Species @5 its thick bark
priobects it fram Ares. Other ping 5|:1|:i:5 in
the westem United States
needles araund their bid
from the hieat of & Fire;

axf
them
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Foop PRODUCTION

Fires also praduce
oo for numenous
Species of wildlife
Mamy grasses,
bemries, and
shrubs need full
sunlight to grow, and fires often create open-
ings for these plants hacause fires kill the

surround ing less-Fire tolerant plants.

FUEL REDUCTION
Regular, low-
intensity Fires
[SLich a5 a
prescribed Firs)
also help to
prevent large,

catastrophic wild fires. Without periodic fires,
fuels [lexves, baigs, limbs, etc.] continue to
accumilate and can eventually lead 1o large,
uncontralled wildfires. Fire can alsa help to

control disease and inSect popu kations.




THINIK

IKNOW

mokey Bear is one of the most recognized advertising Sy mbals in LLS. history.

Smokey i all around us, appearing at special events as well as an billboards,

television, and a wide variety of merchandise (from Frisbees to pencils).
However, few of us know the true history of this American icon.
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THE HaRD FACTS

Conbrany to popular bediel, Smokey Bearwas

niot niginally basad upon @ el bear. Rshaed,
thits loyeibba chanachar bigan &5 an sdvaitising

symbol craated from the imaginations of 0.5 Fonast

Sanvice eniployeas in 4044.

Thed niathon’s Cimbsar suppd
Wis il | mpartant m
national sacur iy during
World War IL In ondar
to protectthisvalu-
shk resowrce, ta
L.5. horast Sardca
dissalopad &
maszia advartising
campaign urging Amarkans
b hied o prevent farast firas.
T help deleer this nassaga,
mvertisars Arstiurnad o
anothar miuch-kevad animal
Tigura—Wak Disnesy s Bambid,

Bk Bamnbd wa s onky kearsad Trom
Disney o @ short tima; the LS.
Fomest Sanrdce neaded a chamcier
of it own. This lsd b this craak kon
of an adult cartzeon b er nanisd

A STAR IS BORN

For fiva years, Smokey aisted ony on paper. Then, in the spring
alf1g5n, wildland Arefighters mscuad an injarad, orphaned
b n biear cub from & devastating fira in Hew Maxico®s Lincoln
Matonal farest. Rastuers named thie cub "Smo k™ ol tha
besar depictad intha .5, ForestSanvica's new advartising
canpaign. Thi LS. Forast Sevice Soon adopted the cub as
thie ofMicial living Smok ey Baar. Latar thatyear, Smokey wes
sant to lve at the Nationa|Zoo in Washingion, D.C., whana
milllions of pecplavisited him until his death in 195

100 MUCH OF A GOOD THING?

Thans o thi elforts of Snokey Bear and many fonesters
throughout tha countny, tha number ofwilifiras in tha L5
wirs graatly reducid during the last few dacadas. Howesr,
wikifira is @ natural prooess in the life oscla of mam fonasts;
in Fact, mamy traes and othar plant secks nead fire in of dar
b sunviva Bnd reprodica. Furthemona, thie absence of Ana in
mary Torests has resulbad in the build-up of dangarcus Tual
|ads—langa amounts of kaves, limbs, and dasd raas; tus,
when afira doas oocur, Eis large and difficult ba contl.

Fore sters ane now working to psfack Smokay®s message. His
niew massage is o pravant wildfies(irstead of fonest firs].
Todey"s Phorashars now pamit some wildfines b bum, and n
zoime cases start fires, to help nducewildna danger and
Bncolrage trae growth. With alitla halp, Smokesy will continue
b halp boresters prodeschour Fonests for mary years o ooma.
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